
April 6, 20 1 5 

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. 
Governor, State of California 
State Capitol, 1st Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: DOGGR Review of Active UIC Program 

Dear Governor Brown: 

We are writing to thank you and your staff, at the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 
Resources' (DOGGR), for working in coordination with the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) in your 
efforts to systematically review thousands of produced water re-injection and enhanced oil 
recovery wells to ensure and protect the safety of our potable drinking water. 

We reviewed the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEP A) memo -Review of the 
Underground Injection Control (UIC) Program, dated March 20, 2015, where it states that 
approximately 2,500 injection wells have been identified and after sample testing of several 
wells, no contamination from oil production wastewater has been detected. We cannot stress 
enough the importance of these findings and know that DOGGR takes these efforts seriously and 
has committed to a second review of all new or expanded project permit applications to ensure 
environmental and public safety. 

We concur and believe prompt review of these wells is of paramount imp01iance and further 
encourage the administration to direct the SWRCB and DOGGR to review the productive 
boundary/aquifer exemption applications that have been submitted as expeditiously as possible. 

As you know, the USEPA will require the state to shut-in 140 injection wells as soon as October 
15111 ofthis year ifthese applications are not fully approved by that date, even ifthe injection is 
shown to pose no threat to the environment. We strongly urge your administration to take the 
necessary steps to ensure that these applications are processed before the October 15111 deadline. 
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Now that the USEPA has accepted the state's work plan we strongly encourage DOGGR and the 
SWRCB to dedicate the needed personnel and prioritize and complete the processing of the 
applications to the USEPA for aquifer exemptions. The USEPA cannot act until the State 
completes its work first. 

As you are aware, the assertion that "high-quality aquifers" are being placed at risk is not at all 
consistent with the information DOGGR has posted online at the direction of your office. 
DOGGR is taking the necessary steps and adhering to the strictest scientific standards to ensure 
the safety of our water and should be allowed to continue in this endeavor, basing decisions off 
accurate science not conjecture. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our views and the leadership your office has 
shown. We stand ready to work with you and your office to ensuring the SWRCB and DOGGR 
complete their reviews as promptly as possible. 

Sincerely, 

RUDY SALAS, JR. 
Assemblymember, 3211

d District 

WILLIAM P. BROUGH 
A)S~.' blymember, 73rd District 

/ l 

PATRICK O'DONNELL 
Assemblymember, 701

h Di trict 

Assemblymember, 31st District 

ADAM C. GRAY 
Assemblymember, 21st D strict 

IAN C. ALDERON 
Assemblymember, Sih District 

I 
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NAGONZALEZ 
Assemblymember, 80th District 

SHANNON L. GROVE 
Assemblymember, 34th District 

TOM DALY 
Assemblymember, 69th District 

JEFF STONE 
Senator, 28th District 

MEDINA 
blymember, 61st District 

FRE IE RODRIGUEZ 
Assemblymember, 52nd District 

JIM OOPER 
Assemblymember, 9th District 

K STIN OLSEN 
Assemblymember, Iih District 

NIELSEN 
S nator, 4th District 

ANDYVIDAK 
Senator, 141

h District 

TOM LACKEY 
Assemblymember, 36th District 

CATHLEEN GALGIANI 
Senator, 5th District 
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